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PLA/ALLS Best New Books for New Adult Readers Selected for The Elementary School Library

Collection Storytelling World AwardTraditional stories from the oral tradition, endure generation after

generation becauseâ€•although they are not literalâ€•they resound in timeless truths on a human

scale. These 27 folktales from award-winning author, Heather Forest, remind us of wisdom so

elemental it is often lost in the rush of everyday life, so that "sometimes common sense makes no

sense at all." Wonder Tales also marks the second installment from award-winning author Heather

Forests&#39;s trilogy:Tales from Around the World series.
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Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 3 - 7

Grade 3-6?A collection of 27 folktales from around the world, each of which has a vein of magic that

will delight both readers and listeners. Forest has retold each story in the "...minstrel performance

style of storytelling [that] interweaves original poetry, guitar, and the sung and spoken word."

Phrasing and imagery are consistently vivid, making these tales excellent candidates for storytelling

as well as good read-alouds. The book's design is uncluttered and pleasing, with large pages and

print and wide margins. An effective, full-page black-and-white drawing enhances each selection. All

in all, a fine addition to most folklore collections.?Lee Bock, Brown County Public Libraries, Green

Bay, Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.



Gr. 4^-6, younger for reading aloud. Twenty-seven traditional tales from cultures around the world

are succinctly retold in a first collection by storyteller Heather Forest. Forest's addition of rhyming

refrains adds to the "read-and tell-ability" of each story, as do the active verbs she uses and the

declarative nature of the narrative. Some tales will be familiar from other collections--" The Talking

Skull" from West Africa, "The Golden Goose" from Germany, "Duffy and the Devil" from England,

and "The Boy Who Drew Cats" from Japan. Others are wonderfully new, for example, Indonesia's

"The Magic Oysters of the Queen of the South Sea" and Ecuador's "The Search for the Magic

Lake." Each tale is accompanied by a full-page, stylized pen-and-ink illustration that takes

advantage of the oversize format. The caricatures of various ethnic groups may be a bit

troublesome, particularly those of Asian and African American characters, but art aside, the stories

are quite fine, with Forest including substantial source notes on each tale as well as alternative

versions. A good resource for storytelling and comparative research. Janice Del Negro --This text

refers to the Library Binding edition.

This is a great book in very good condition. It was delivered quickly and was well packaged -

altogether an excellent transaction. Thank you!As for the book itself - it is fabulous. I have had

Wisdom Tales by the same author for a long time and absolutely loved it - and I had been looking

forward to adding this to my collection. Although the stories don't have the same obvious moral twist

as the first book - they are absorbing and well told. Heather Forest has a knack of taking folktales

and rewriting them in a vivid way that makes them spring off the page. They are both excellent for

reading out loud - but also for telling. A great resource book and one that I will enjoy for years to

come.

Excellent! Strongly recommend the book for all the family

As described. Thank you!

I enjoyed this book as much as I enjoyed the Wisdom tales(I may have accidently called the

Wisdom tales Wonder tales)again, having seen Ms. Forest perform live was a great pleasure. I

enjoyed all the helps provided as to how these stories were found. I hope to use these resources in

my own further research. I recommend all of Ms. Forest's tapes and books for enjoyable reading

and listening to teachers, parents and children. Let your imagination go and you will discover the joy



of story! A great effort!

These stories are fantastic.

Nice collection

As a storyteller I've referred to it many times. Every class I used this book in has been successful. I

love the stories.
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